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The Importance of Place and Race:
Key Information

• Growth Trends in Polk County, Des 
Moines, and Making Connections

• Key Characteristics of the Making 
Connections/Inner City Neighborhoods

• Two Snapshots from the Wave 2 Making 
Connections Survey



Polk County Population Growth
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Total and Child Des Moines Population
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Polk County 0-17 Population Projection
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Comparison of Making Connections/Inner 
City Neighborhoods and Polk County:

Census and Administrative Data
Making Connections     Polk County

% Single Parent Families 46.3 % 24.4%
% 25+ No High School Diploma 34.1 % 11.7%
% 16-19 Not in School or Working 10.8 % 4.3%
% HH with Public Assistance 14.3 % 5.6%
% Owner Occupied Housing 46.9 % 65.5%
% 4th Grade Reading Proficiency 49.5 % 76.8 %
% Adolescent Births 6.9 % 3.8%
% 0-5 El. Blood Lead Level 8.4 % 2.4%
% Population 0-17 29.9 % 25.7%



Young Children and the Wave 2
Making Connections Survey: An Additional 
Rich Data Source with Policy Implications

MC Survey Iowa Survey Data
% reading to 0-5
year-olds every day 41.7 % 52.5 %

% 0-5 year-olds
with asthma 11.7 % 5.3 %

MC Students Polk County Students
% scoring at risk at
kindergarten entry
(DIBELS) 37.8 % 22.2 %


